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Our library will provide lifelong learning opportunities through exemplary collections,  

Technological information resources, and opportunities to gather, discuss, learn and enjoy.   

 

Mendon Public Library is a member of the Monroe County Library System. 

2015 Annual Report to the Community 

"The very existence of libraries  

affords the best evidence that  

we may yet have hope for the future of man” 

T.S. Eliot 
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Messages from Library leadership 

 

Mendon Public Library Board of Trustees Update 

By Bruce Peckham, President 

 When the Mendon Public Library opened the doors to its new facility five years ago,  I was essentially a newly minted 
trustee with many lessons to learn regarding library stewardship. Since that time, I learned the most important lesson of them 
all – that a library is people.  
 There are those who come to avail themselves of our services and opportunities. These people, our customers, reward 
us, the library, with their acceptance, encouragement, and feedback about how we do as a service institution. Then there are 
those people who stand and support the service providers. These friends and neighbors work diligently and unselfishly to raise 
funds, donate monies so necessary in these tight financial times, and volunteer their time in the purest definition of the term.  
Then there are the dedicated members of our staff. These people make the library machine go. They do it with a warm greeting 
as you walk through the door and a sincere “How can I help you?” And of course, as a tax-supported entity, we benefit from 
that small group of elected and appointed municipal officials whose ongoing assistance and direction is essential to our success.  
 And there is my learned lesson. As we proceed into 2016, we, the trustees, will work diligently to perform as responsi-
ble stewards of this library institution in respect and gratitude for the community that comprises the Mendon Public Library.  
 

Friends of the Mendon Public Library Update 

By Meg Segrue, President 

 The Friends of the Mendon Public Library continued to have an active year in 2015.   In the spring of 2015, our Capital 
Campaign launched a $15 in ‘15 fundraiser in which every resident was asked to contribute $15.00 for every member in their  
household to help pay off the remaining bond debt to the Town of Mendon. This endeavor raised over $40,000  and 350 house-
holds participated. Ron Knight and Deric West headed up this endeavor on behalf of Capital Campaign.  We are grateful for all 
our residents who supported this campaign effort. 
 In the fall, we had author Peter Lovenheim, discuss his book In the Neighborhood: The Search for Community on an 
American Street One Sleepover at a Time.  Mr. Lovenheim is a Rochester native who received his journalism degree from Bos-
ton University and his law degree from Cornell University. His book explores a murder in a prominent neighborhood in the 
Rochester area and the sociological structure of the neighborhood that did not know the victims and for that matter each other.  
He sets out to understand this neighborhood that he grew up in and still lives and made a point to get to know his neighbors 
through interviews and yes, sleeping over at their homes. This was a fascinating author visit. 
 Our Capital Campaign committee set up a Business Breakfast in November with Robert Duffy, CEO and President of 
the Rochester Business Alliance.  Many of the towns leaders and business owners were in attendance to hear Mr. Duffy offer 
encouragement, outlook for the Rochester Area region and networking for the future growth of business and employment. At 
the breakfast, Melissa Jacobs (a Library Board of Trustees representative) passionately spoke to the merits and mission of our 
library.   Melissa surprised us all that morning with a check for $5,000 for the Capital Campaign on behalf of she and her hus-
band, Chris.  Additionally, Chris Jacobs, President and owner of Star Headlight, presented a matching gift.  We are grateful to 
their continued support not only financially but with their time and energy.  
 The Friends group purchased enhancements for the library this year, including: Great Courses with many interesting 
topics such as: The American Civil War, Lifelong Health, and Fundamentals of Photography are now on loan. The course kit 
includes DVD’s and instructional booklets for at home learning. Blinds were added to block the sun in the children’s area.  Addi-
tional toys and games were added to Noah’s Corner with the Kade Project.  New side tables and chairs were added in the fire-
place nook. 
 Our 2015 High School scholarship recipient was Victoria Young. Our High School students provide valuable volunteer 
time, creativity and energy.  Thank you to Victoria and all our high school volunteers.  
 Mark your calendars: Boots and Books at the Barn with the Skycoasters will be on October 15, 2016 at Sandy and 
Bruce Howlett’s barn in Avon.  This event was a huge  success with a high energy band, beautiful barn setting and a great 
crowd.  Anyone interested in sponsoring or donating to this event, please contact the Library. Tickets will be available at the 
end of August. Mendon residents in 2015 again have been extremely supportive of the vital resource for our community.   

 

MPL Heart of our Town Capital Campaign 

By Ron Knight, Chair 

 
The Heart of our Town Capital Campaign worked diligently in 2015 to raise funds for the Capital Campaign.  Our $15 in 

‘15 Campaign garnered tremendous community support and we’re very thankful for everyone who stepped forward to help us 
raise more than $40,000 with this effort in 2015.  You will notice on the next page, just how successful our Campaign has been.  
As we look to close out this campaign in 2016, we thank each and everyone who has contributed to these efforts with their 
time, talents and treasures.  In the spring of 2016, we will present our final campaign push and look forward to acknowledging 
the successful completion of these efforts at the Friends Barn Dance on October 15, 2016. 
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Celebrating our Success over the past five years:  

the Mendon Public Library Annual Reports &  

The Messages of the Reports during the Heart of Our Town Capital Campaign 

 

 This year, the fifth year of the Heart of Our Town Capital Campaign, our annual report message is about 
“Celebrating Our Success.”  Our volunteers and staff are true visionaries in making the new library a reality.  New 
library discussions began in 1998 when it became evident that our community had outgrown the space that was con-
structed in 1975.  Through hard work and determination, they have grown this new library into a facility that we can 
all be proud of, a facility that is one of the top five patronized businesses in the Town of Mendon.  It seems appropri-
ate that we look back at where we’ve come from and all that we have to celebrate!   
 The Heart of Our Town Capital Campaign has raised more than $550,000 in payments, grants, and in-kind 
donations.  Additionally, the Heart of Our Town Capital Campaign has made payments totaling $424,908.11 to the 
Town of Mendon to repay bonds debt incurred in the funding plan for the new library. 
 Looking back at all our fundraising activities, we’ve had quite a few...In 2015, we held the Lovenheim Talk, 
Duffy Business Breakfast, several $15 in ‘15 Receptions, Roc the Day, historic brick sales, call nights at the library, 
and numerous committee meetings.  Additionally, we secured new funding from New York State, the Max and Mari-
an Farash Charitable Foundation, and the May K. Houck Foundation. 
 The Annual Report of 2014 spoke to how the public library is one of the last free spaces in an increasingly 
privatized world.  2014 was a busy year with the Friends Sweepstake Event, Mendon Garden Walk, Boots and 
Books at the Barn, receptions and book talks, Roc the Day, historic brick sales, call nights, and many committee 
meetings.   
 Our 2013 report explained the myriad rolls of our library, including how it functions as a place to seek re-
sources and gather together in a home-like setting.  Highlights of our fundraising activities in 2013 included the Gary 
Lewis Concert Benefit held at the packed HFL District Auditorium, private receptions and book talks, Roc the Day, 
call nights, and committee meetings.   
 The Annual Report of 2012 highlighted the changing times and value that the library brings to our community.  

2012 was the first Gary Lewis Concert at the Mendon Golf Club, and included special 
events like our fundraising breakfasts, call nights, and committee meetings.   
 Our 2011 report focused on the Public/Private Initiative of the Heart of Our Town 
Capital Campaign.  2011 found us hosting fundraising breakfasts, call nights, and com-
mittee meetings.  The highlight of that year was when we opened the red door of our 
brand new library in June! 

Messages from Library leadership 
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2015 Highlights and New Initiatives 
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2015 Highlights and new initiatives 
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Partnerships with our community 

Thankful for all our Wonderful Partnerships 

 
 The Mendon Public Library received two major grants in 2015.  These grants came from community partners that rec-
ognize a stated library need and assist in making wishes come true.  In 2015, we’re most thankful for the support of two organ-
izations:  
 
The May K Houck Foundation  
 Thanks to the generous support of the May K. Houck Foundation, the HF-L School District’s yearbook collection is 
now available for all to see online in digital format through the New York Heritage Digital Collections.  A pictorial record of the 
Honeoye Falls-Lima School District from 1954-2009 can be accessed through the library’s website, www.mendonlibrary.org.   
Additionally, a collection of local newspapers, specifically the Honeoye Falls Times and Sentinel, is available in digital format. 
 “The May K. Houck Foundation has been a tremendous supporter of our library,” said Laurie Guenther, Mendon Public 
Library Director.  “In the past few years, May K. Houck Foundation support has allowed us to digitalize our historical collec-
tions, create a 24-hour outdoor book drop, extend our operating hours, and try new technologies.  We can’t thank them 
enough.”   
 
Max and Marian Farash Charitable Foundation 
 Business people looking to participate in video conferences, civic groups hoping to 
gather for a video/digital presentation, or families trying to connect with their beloved service 
members through Skype, now have the ability to do all that at the Mendon Public Library.   
 Thanks to the generosity of the Max and Marian Farash Charitable Foundation, the 
Mendon Public Library now offers FREE solutions for patrons needing a location and the 
necessary equipment to conduct a wide variety of Internet and/or computer-based activities. 
 The 55” Smart TV, dvd player, and relevant video and sound enhancements of this 
unit offers patrons the ability to utilize user-generated content (dvd and/or presentations and 
images from flash drives), as well as interactive services that run off internet applications 
(Skype, YouTube, and fee-for-service subscriptions), and computer-based applications. 
 Use of the equipment is free, but, online accounts for Skype and other, web-based 
services, are required. 
 
Additional community partnerships that we are extremely thankful for, include:  
The Kade Project 
 The Kade Project (TKP) recently pledged a second gift of support for the Mendon 
Public Library.  The recent $2,500 pledge follows an initial gift of $3,000 in 2012.  These gifts will continue to support Noah’s 
Corner, a special section of the library dedicated to children. 
 Noah’s Corner is named after Kade Edward O’Brien’s son.  This wonderful corner of the library is an area where chil-
dren come to play with toys that encourage imaginative play, sharing with others, and overall good times.   
 The Mendon Public Library is extremely grateful for the support of TKP.  Our many young patrons enjoy dreaming big 
each time they visit the library and partake of the fun activities offered on a rotating basis in Noah’s Corner. 
 
M&T Bank 
 M&T Bank provided support for our Summer Reading Program.  This support allows us to provide quality program-
ming and worthwhile incentives that keep our children engaged and reading throughout the summer.  
 
New York State Council for the Humanities 
 Making Sense of the Civil War Discussion Series was offered in 2015 by a grant from The New York Council for the 

Humanities.  Scholar-Facilitator, Bruce Peckham, led the six-session program 
for adults & seniors.  Reading materials were provided by the New York Coun-
cil for the Humanities. 
 
Memorial Garden and Brick Garden 
As you enter the library, you might notice the gorgeous memorial garden that 
was created in loving memory of Chris Hassett.  This special garden came 
about because of the work of her loving family and friends. 
 
The Brick Garden just around the corner also represents community support 
for the library.  Installed by local Eagle Scout, Anthony Garcia, the bricks com-
memorate special people and events. Additional bricks are still available at 
mendonlibrary.org (Support the Library: Historic Brick Sales). 

http://www.mendonlibrary.org
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Communicating with Our Community 

Communication and Technology offerings at the MPL 

 
 In 2015, the Mendon Public Library saw a number of advances in our communication and technology offerings.   
We’re pleased to report that we now offer: free, open high-speed wi-fi access throughout the library; Internet connection 
speed of up to 15Mbps (upload and download) thanks to our partnership with the Monroe County Library System; video con-
ferencing and Skype capacity; and a variety of electronic resources for our Monroe County Library cardholders. 
 Our library resources are ever expanding thanks to a rotating large print collection courtesy of Rundel Library. 
 We partnered with the Town of Mendon to celebrate the Town’s Bicentennial Celebration with a Time Capsule creat-
ed and housed at the library.  We have partnered with the Rotary to host receptions and meetings, and continue to work with 
the Honeoye Falls Mendon Historical Society  to offer programs such as the “Treasures of the Library.” Our community bene-
fits from a strong working relationship between the town library and school libraries.  Besides working together on programs, 
we partner to offer special events such as “Amerks Reading Power Play”, volunteer work days such as “Adventure Day” and 
ongoing “Weeders and Waterers” that assist with garden maintenance at the library.   
 Last summer, our local college students helped full-time library staff update and improve the Mendon Public Library’s 
social media presence.  We added an Instagram account and updated our existing FaceBook and Twitter.  Several patrons 
assisted us with this effort by describing why they liked our library. 
 Also over the summer, we held the first-ever “mpl2k15 Photo Contest.” Mendon Public Library received a wide varie-
ty of outstanding photographic submissions from children, teens, and adults.   
 We celebrated these submissions with an in-library community display from September 8 – October 26, 2015 of all 
the category winners.  Additionally, everyone in the community was invited 
to attend an awards presentation and reception at the Library on Monday 
night, October 5, 2015 at 6:30 pm.  The Grand Prize Winner and all theme 
winners were recognized at the lemonade and cookie reception. 
 Every two weeks, the mpl2k15 themes changed and the staff 
looked forward to viewing the various photos submitted.  Our winners for 
each theme came from one of three categories (child, teen, adult) and  in-
cluded:  

 
June 15-28—Mendon: Showcasing Our Community,  
Child- S. Herrmann, Teen-T. Howe, Adult- C. Carosa 
 
June 29-July 12—People: Family, Friends and Neighbors,  
Child - S. Herrmann, Teen- L. Herring, Adult- V. Low 
 
July 13-26—Events: Weddings, Graduations, Parades, etc.,  
Adult - P. Bergwall 
 
July 27-August 9—Nature: Animals, Landscapes and Weather,  
Child - A. DeClerck, Teen – L. Annunziata, Adult – L. McNamara 
 
August 10-23—Your Choice: Photographer’s Whim,  
Child – M. Sanders, Teen – W. Tatakis, Adult – P. Bergwall 

 
 At the end of the photo contest, the community selected a Grand Prize Win-
ner from among the theme winners. The Grand Prize Winner is Valerie Low. 
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Programs & Participation 
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Community Support 
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Name the Adult Living Room 

$300,000 or more 
 

Name the Lobby  

$100,000 or more 
 

Name the Front Entrance 

$50,000 or more 
 

Name a Study Room 

$25,000 or more 
 

Name the Circulation Desk 

$10,000 or more 
 

Red Door Donors 

$25,000-$75,000 
Christopher and Melissa Jacobs* 
May K. Houck Foundation* 
Star Headlight and Lantern* 
The Friends of the Mendon Library* 
 

Founder   
$10,000—$24,999 
Canandaigua National Bank* 
Andrew and Mary Hislop* 
Chris and Susan Holliday* 
Honeoye Falls Market Place & 
Mendon Meadows Market Place* 
Bill and Mary Lane* 
M&T Charitable Foundation* 
David Jacobs and Anne Peacock-Jacobs* 
Pittsford Federal Credit Union* 
Anton and Laura Schutz* 
Gary and Shari Stottler* 
Deric and Amy West* 
 

Benefactor   
$5,000 to $9,999 
Anonymous* 
Clark and Lisa Hochgraf* 
HF-M Rotary Foundation Inc. 
Erland & R. Pauline Kailbourne/AYCO Trust* 
Ron and Judy Knight* 
David and Nancy Middleton* 
B. Scott and Elizabeth Lee Taylor 
Kenneth and Carol Tomaszewski* 
Sam and Laura Villanti* 
Lawrence and Melissa Young* 

2015 Giving Highlights 

Champion 
$1,000-$4,999 
Nancy Allinger and Duane Basch* 
Irene Bennett/Nothnagle 
Moe and Joan Bickweat* 
David and Kristine Brassie* 
Brincka Family* 
Paul Celuch, College Assistance Plus* 
Ann W. Christiansen* 
Paul D. MacAulay and Jill M. Cicero* 
Constellation Brands* 
Mark and Nicki Cottle* 
Dipper Dan* 
Tom and Dianne Dooley/Hair & the Hound* 
Walter Eckhardt, Sr. 
Falls View Academy* 
Edward Fiandach* 
Beverly French *  
Hallowell Fund/Rochester Area  
CommunityFoundation* 
Ruth Hayes* 
Tim and Stephanie Heywood* 
Peter Henderson 
Jeffrey Joseph /(Mitchell Joseph Insurance &  
Joseph Brothers Properties, LLC)* 
The Kade Project* 
Pete and Michelle Kavanaugh 
KJT Group* 
Greg and Sheila Keyes* 
Andrew and Amy Kittleson* 
Sue Laraway-Barker and Jack Barker* 
Blake Held and Sarah Leddy* 
Kevin and Patty McGuire* 
Joseph and Maureen McRae 
Melcher-Kelley Family 
Micron Management 
Raymond Milne, Jr. * 
Drs. David and Mary Kay Ness* 
Paganelli Family* 
Bruce Peckham* 
QwicNet* 
RB Mac Construction Co., Inc. 
Michael & Elizabeth Rogers 
Alice Sargent* 
Southco* 
Joseph and Vickie Stankaitis* 
Todd and Dawn Stout 
Michael and Judy Tobin* 
Brad VanAukin and Stacey Miller* 
Charles VanDeMar* 
George and Sue Wiegand* 
Paul and Susan Worboys * Denotes gifts in 2015 
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2015 Donors 
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 MPL Leadership 

Services and Recognition 

 

 

 

 

Fu 

Public Operating Funds Summary 

The MPL Board of Trustees  

meets the first Monday of the month  

at 7:00 pm 

 

Bruce Peckham 

President, MPL Board of Trustees 

*** 

The Friends of the MPL  

Check www.mendonlibrary.org for meeting dates 

Meg Segrue 

Presidents, Friends of MPL 

*** 

Ron Knight 

Chair,  Heart of Our Town Capital Campaign 

 

Laurie Guenther 

Director, Mendon Public Library 

 

Services Provided at the Library: 

copies (b&w + color);  scanning and faxing capability; 

study rooms and meeting tables for reservation; 

free Wi-Fi throughout the library; 

free online computer access with library card; 

digital/searchable version of HFL school yearbook;  

wide variety of programs for all ages; and  

access to unlimited books, audio books, e-books,  

movies, and periodicals! 

Mendon Public Library 

22 North Main St. 

Honeoye Falls, NY 14472 

Phone 585-624-6067 | Fax 585-624-4255 

 

Website 

mendonlibrary.org  

 

Hours of Operation 

Monday through Thursday 9:30 am - 9 pm 

Friday 9:30 am - 5 pm 

Saturday 10 am - 4 pm 

Extended Saturday hours generously funded by  

May K. Houck Foundation  

Closed Saturdays during the summer. 

 

Book Return Locations 

Mendon Public Library 

22 N. Main St., Honeoye Falls 

and 

Mendon Meadows Marketplace Mall 

or 

any Monroe County Library Branch 

 

Receipts/Revenue   Disbursements/Expenses   

Local Public Funds $261,408 Staff Expenditures  $198,927 

State Aid  $3,191 Collection Expenditures  $37,790 

Library Charges and 

Overdue fines $17,348 

Telecommunications & inter-

net Expenditures  $27,163 

Income from  

Investments $112 

Operation and Maintenance of  

Buildings Expenditures  $17,490 

Other Income $579 Other Expenses  $8,912 

Total Operating  

Receipts  $282,638 Total Operating Expenses  $290,282 

Balance in Operating 

Fund Beginning 2015  $49,148 

Balance in Operating Fund  

Year End 2015  $41,504  

$331,786 Grand Total Disbursements $331,786 

Important Information 

Your Gifts are Important: Thank YOU 

In September 2015, the Heart of Our Town Capital Campaign 

presented the Town of Mendon with another payment for  

Phase I of the Mendon Public Library project.   

As of Fall 2015, the Capital Campaign has given $424,908.11  

to the Town of Mendon as payment toward bond anticipation 

notes. The majority of donations continue to come from caring 

community members just like you.  

Thank you for supporting our new library. 

Recognizing Our  

Corporate Sponsors 

Honeoye Falls Market Place/ Author Society 

Star Headlight & Lantern/ Author Society 

Dipper Dan/ Storyteller Society 

KJT Group/ Storyteller Society 

Hair and the Hound/ Illustrator Society 

Mitchell-Joseph Insurance/ Illustrator Society 

SkyPort IT/ Illustrator Society 

Southco/Illustrator Society 

The Kade Project/Illustrator Society 

Recognizing Our 

Grant Makers 
Max & Marian Farash Charitable Foundation 

Hallowell Fund 

May K. Houck Foundation 

M & T Bank Foundation 

New York Council for the Humanities 

The Kade Project 


